Brief biography

Prof. Esquinas-Alcazar has a Ph.D. in Genetics (University of California, Davis, USA);
M.Sc. in Vegetable Crops; (University of California, Davis, USA); Doctor Agricultural
Engineer (Polytechnic University of Madrid, Spain). He has taught in numerous universities,
mainly in Europe, Latin America and USA in the fields of genetics, plant breeding and
agriculture.

For 30 years he has worked, as an international civil servant, in Bioversity International
and FAO. As part of his wok in FAO he was Secretary of the FAO intergovernmental (170
member countries) Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (1983 to
2007), interim Secretary of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources (2004 to
2007) and President of the FAO Committee on Ethic for Food and Agriculture (1999 to
2007). Through these posts he has visited over 100 countries on international cooperation
missions and has coordinated countries negotiations of a number of international
agreements and Codes of Conduct.

Currently he is the Director of the Catedra of Studies on Hunger and Poverty (CEHAP)
at the University of Coérdoba (Spain) and full professor at the Polytechnic University of
Madrid.

He has authored numerous books and publications and has received many international
awards.
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